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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Park (US 
PubNo2003/0209551). 

3. With respect to claim 1 ; Park shows an outer peripheral frame (30) defining a 
central opening (10), a central member (11) discrete from the frame and disposed in the 
central opening, and support structure (area where elements 1 1 and 30 meet) 
connected to each of the frame and the central member for cooperation there with to 
seal the central opening (14 is a Silicone seal). 

4. With respect to claim 2, Park shows the outer peripheral frame is circular in 
shape (fig.2). 

5. With respect to claim 3, Park shows the central member is formed of a light- 
transmitting material (glass, paragraph 29). 
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6. With respect to claim 4, Park the central member is formed of transparent glass 
(paragraph 29) 

7. With respect to claim 5, Park shows the support structure is annular in shape 

(fig.2). 

8. With respect to claim 6, Park shows the support structure is channel-shaped in 
transverse cross section (fig. 1 on both sided of element 11). 

9. With respect to claim 7, Park shows the support structure includes a support 
portion of the frame and a gasket (11) sealing a peripheral edge of the central member. 

10. Claims 8-10,18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bruss(USPN 5,653,881). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 8, Bruss shows a main body, a flange (40) depending from 
the main body, the flange having a plurality of vertically elongated apertures (46) 
therethrough grouped adjacent to a predetermined location on the main body, and 
indicia (27) on the main body at the predetermined location to indicate the location of 
the apertures. 

12. With respect to claim 9, Bruss shows the plurality of apertures includes a 
horizontal row of apertures (fig.1). 

13. With respect to claim 10, Bruss shows the flange (40) extends around the entire 
periphery of the main body (fig. 1) 

14. With respect to claim 18, Bruss shows an open-top vessel (10) having an 
upstanding peripheral wall terminating at an upper edge, and a pour spout (30) formed 
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on the peripheral wall at the upper edge; and a lid having a main body, a flange (40) 
depending from the main body, the flange having a plurality of vertically elongated 
apertures (45) therethrough grouped adjacent to a predetermined location on the main 
body, and indicia (27) on the main body at the predetermined location for indicating the 
location of the apertures, the lid being disposable on the upper edge of the vessel in a 
covering condition for closing the open top at the vessel with the flange (40) disposed 
within the upper edge of the peripheral wall (fig.1), the lid while in the covering condition 
being disposable in a first orientation (50 aligned with 30) with the apertures out of 
alignment with the pour spout and in a second orientation (45 aligned with 30) with the 
apertures aligned with the pour spout (30). 

15. Claims 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Culig 
(USPN 6,129,234). 

16. With respect to claim 13 Culig shows a main body having a peripheral rim, and 
pads (where element 2 contacts the lid's surface) formed of thermally insulating material 
disposed on the main body adjacent to the peripheral rim. 

17. With respect to claim 14, Culig shows the pads are disposed at an upper surface 
of the main body (fig. 1). 

18. With respect to claim 15, Culig shows the main body defines recesses (the 
recesses in element 22) in which the pads are respectively disposed (fig.4) 
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19. With respect to claim 16, Culig shows the main body is circular in shape, the 
pads being disposed respectively at diametrically opposed locations on the main body 
(fig. 1). 

20. With respect to claim 17, Culig shows each of the pads is substantially thicker 
than the rest of the main body (fig. 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

21. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 1,19,20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bruss as 

applied to claims 8&18 above in view of Delaquis (USPN 5,730,045) 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Bruss discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However Bruss does not disclose a second plurality of elongated apertures 

therethrough disposed at an opposite side of the main body from the first plurality of 

apertures. 

Delaquis teaches a second plurality (52) of elongated apertures therethrough 
disposed at an opposite side of the main body from the first plurality of apertures (50) in 
the same field of endeavor for the purpose of having two different sized apertures 
(fig.4). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add a second plurality of apertures as taught by Delaquis to the 
lid of Bruss in order to add the versatility of two different sized apertures. 

22. With respect to claim 19, Bruss discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However Bruss does not disclose the vessel includes handles respectively extending 
laterally outwardly from the peripheral wall at opposite sides of the vessel. 

Delaquis teaches the vessel includes handles respectively extending laterally 
outwardly from the peripheral wall at opposite sides of the vessel in the same field of 
endeavor for the purpose of added grip. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add a second handle to the container of Bruss as taught by 
Delaquis in order to improve the grip of the user. 

23. With respect to claim 20 Bruss discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However Bruss does not disclose a second pour spout disposed at a diametrically 
opposed location from the first pour spout. 

Delaquis teaches a second pour spout disposed at a diametrically opposed 
location from the first pour spout in the same field of endeavor for the purpose of added 
versitility. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add a second pour spout disposed at a diametrically opposed 
location from the first pour spout to the container of Bruss as taught by Delaquis in order 
to have two different pour spouts active at the same time. 
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24. Claims 12,22-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bruss as applied to claims 8&18 above in view of Park (US Pub 2003/0209551) 

Bruss discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However Bruss does not 
disclose the main body of the lid includes an outer peripheral frame defining a central 
opening, a central member discrete from the frame and disposed in the central opening, 
and support structure coupled to each of the frame and the central member for 
cooperation therewith to seal the central opening, or that the central member is glass, or 
that support structure is substantially channel-shaped in traverse cross section. 

Park teaches an outer peripheral frame (30) defining a central opening (10), a 
central member (11) discrete from the frame and disposed in the central opening, and 
support structure (area where elements 1 1 and 30 meet) connected to each of the 
frame and the central member for cooperation there with to seal the central opening (14 
is a Silicone seal), Park further teaches the central member is glass, and annular in 
shape, and the support structure is channel-shaped in transverse cross section (fig. 1 
on both sided of element 11) (paragraph 29). in the same field of endeavor for the 
purpose of having a see through lid. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add a see through window as taught by Park to the lid of Bruss 
in order to be able to see into the vessel while the lid is attached. 

25. With respect to claim 12, Bruss discloses the claimed invention except for the 
limitation the apertures is oval in shape. It would have been an obvious matter of 
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design choice to have oval apertures, since applicant has not disclosed that having oval 
apertures solves any stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that 
the invention would perform equally well with round apertures. 

Conclusion 

26. Claim 21 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawn M. Braden whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8026. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday 9-6:30 est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571)272-4561 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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